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“THIS IS MY SECOND CHANCE”
At 18, Tiffany was already married and pregnant with her second child. And she wanted 
out. Unaware of community resources and with her family unable to financially assist 
her, Tiffany turned to forgery and selling drugs.  At 22, she was finally able to leave her 
husband, but not the life of crime.  Two years later, she went to prison.  “At that time, I 
didn’t get it,” she says.

For the next 15 years, Tiffany was 
incarcerated numerous times.  While 
on parole in 2010, she caught a case 
but instead of sending her back to 
prison, the court ordered Tiffany to 
attend Second Chance. 

“I was excited about it. I said to 
myself, ‘This is my second chance. 
This is going to be the thing to get 
me back on track,’ even though I 
didn’t know what that track was. I had 
been by the building and saw people 
in the parking lot with ties and all 
dressed up, but I didn’t know what 
they were doing.”

Although she remembers the Job 
Readiness Training class as more of a 
boot camp (and at that time it was), 
she knew the trainers were sincere in 
their efforts.

“I didn’t want to be the person asked 
to leave,” Tiffany says. “I’m not gonna 
be the a** in the class or disrespect 
the trainers. It made me try harder 
every day when I saw someone else 
act like that.”

At Second Chance, Tiffany learned perseverance and gained self-respect and dignity. 
She remembers great anguish at having failed as a parent, a daughter and a citizen. “My 
own mental prison was worse than any physical prison I could have entered. But then, 
something happened to me at Second Chance. I gained a stronger belief in my potential. 
They made me feel like I was somebody!”

Several weeks after graduating Job Readiness Training, Tiffany landed a full-time job at 
a telemarketing center and has been moving forward ever since. She founded and ran a 
youth mentoring program for two years and now operates an independent living facility. 
She also holds down a full-time job at a local short-term residential reentry program, 
a part-time job at a local recovery center and she graduated in May from City College 
with a certificate in Alcohol and Other Drug Related Studies!

Tiffany managed to maintain a relationship with her five children throughout her rocky 
past and is now a grandmother. 

“I’m very emotional. All of this – my life – is coming full circle,” she says with a smile.

Jody, Class 203, has experience in data 
entry and warehouse work. She has 
medical billing, front office, collection 
and customer service experience. Her 
warehouse activities include inventory, 
shipping, receiving and order pulling. She 
has also worked as a warehouse machine 
operator for an eyeglass store. Jody is 
a problem solver, a self-starter, is task-
oriented and is always punctual. 

Avery, Class 203, is seeking employment as 
an iron worker. With more than 10 years 
construction experience, he is a capable 
forklift operator and has worked cranes 
for steel structural. With his background in 
construction, he is also open to warehouse 
work. Avery follows all safety guidelines, 
is a team player, provides great customer 
service, is punctual and is a hard worker. 

If your company is hiring and you’d like 
to interview a graduate featured here or 
you’d like us to refer another graduate, 
please contact our Business Services team, 
619-234-8888.

READY TO WORK
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With each passing day, the momentum grows stronger at Second Chance.

We set a fast pace throughout 2016 and are proud to have been selected once again as the 
service provider for the opening of a second Job Center, this time at Las Colinas Detention and 
Reentry Facility for women. The new Job Center, set to open in November, will 
provide comprehensive career services to inmates with the goal of preparing 
them for employment upon release. Inmates will have access to a 
computer lab, career pathway information, employment resources, case 
management services and the opportunity to attend workshops.

Our Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Youth Program 
provides a diverse array of mentorship, occupational skills training 
and transitional employment opportunities as participants prepare 
for careers and/or further education. Because reengagement in high 
school education is of primary importance, we partner with San Diego 
County Office of Education’s Momentum Learning to instruct youth 
onsite, allowing them to build high school credits in a flexible, nurturing 
environment while also engaging them in workforce development. Our case 
managers each oversee five youth, ranging in age from 18-22, engaging with 
them daily to provide career counseling (such as scheduling college campus tours) and 
youth development groups twice a week with various topics such as budgeting, self-esteem and 
healthy relationships.

We are also undergoing a much-needed face lift at four of our sober living houses. Roofing 
repairs, window replacement and updated cabinets are on the docket. Providing a safe and 
socially supportive environment is important to the recovery and continued success of our 
housing tenants.

We are accomplishing so much – and yet there is so much more we can do. With your help, we’ll 
keep the momentum going.

Gratefully,

Robert Coleman 
President & CEO

DEAR FRIENDS,

What a day! Youth and staff traveled  
to downtown San Diego to observe a 
trial and later had the opportunity to 
speak to the presiding judge about the 
case. In addition, the group met with 
Laura Duffy, U.S. Attorney, Southern 
District of California, to learn about the 
justice system and how Duffy became  
a U.S. Attorney. 

Second Chance is honored to  
have been selected by  

Mission Federal Credit Union  
and Sunny 98.1 as the  

October Business of the Month.
Sunny 98.1 disc jockey Brooks O’Brian, Robert Coleman, 
and Angie Lasagna, VP Community Relations, Mission 
Federal Credit Union.



Thank you to Dr. Bronner’s for a wonderful 
donation of hygiene product for our Transitional 
Youth Housing program. Leslie, a single mom 
who works two jobs to support her four-year-
old daughter, has been in our housing program 
since August. On a tight budget, she was thrilled 
to receive facial toner, lip balm, Tea Tree Castile 
soap and lavender shaving gel. 

SECOND CHANCE IN THE COMMUNITY

Thanks to Branden Oliver (#43) of the San Diego Chargers and the It’s  
All About Kids Foundation for inviting Second Chance youth to pre-season 
Training Camp! Youth received signatures, practice gloves, and other  
cool stuff!

HOLIDAY GIVING AT SECOND CHANCE
As we bid summer goodbye, we say hello to 
cornucopias, pilgrims, pumpkins, ornaments, 
presents, garland, Christmas trees and a plethora 
of delicious foods. Not everyone celebrates the 
upcoming holidays with such enthusiasm. Many of 
our clients will be alone and without support. But 
you can help!

Your donation to Second Chance will benefit youth in our transitional youth 
housing (young adults who have aged out of the foster care system); youth 
who will spend the holidays in juvenile detention; youth who have been 
released; and adults living in our sober living homes.

How you can help - purchase the following or make a donation:

 • Provide 10 stockings filled with candy, or $100

 • Thanksgiving dinner for 20 people, or $200-$250

 •  Holiday decorations for four 
apartments, or $200 

 •  Twenty $5.00 gift cards to  
local eateries, such as Starbucks,  
Jack in the Box or Subway 

 •  Hygiene gift packages (socks, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, 
conditioner, lotion)

 • Any wrapping paper, bows, ribbon (leftovers would be great)

Contact Senior Development Associate Maureen Polimadei at (619) 839-0953 
or mpolimadei@secondchanceprogram.org if you want to donate!

Reggie Washington, Youth Development 
Specialist, left, was among the guest speakers 
at the Grand Opening of CARE Community 
Center in National City. At the podium is San 
Diego District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis. The 
CARE Center links individuals to community-
based prevention and intervention services 
with the goals of building strong community 
relationships and reducing crime.



Second Chance would like to thank the following  
corporations, foundations, local government  

programs and family funds for their generous  
contributions (received Jul. 1, 2016 – Sept. 30, 2016):

Anonymous
County of San Diego, Community Enhancement Program

Maurice J. Masserini Trust
Nordson Corporation Foundation

Peers Network, Inc.
Poway Rotary Foundation

RPR Partners, LLP
Samuel I. & John Henry Fox Foundation

San Diego Lions Welfare Foundation
San Diego Unified School District,  
Community Services Association

Schwimmer Fowler Family Fund of the 
 Jewish Community Foundation

S. Mark Taper Foundation
Sempra Energy Foundation

Union Bank Foundation

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES TO AT-RISK YOUTH 

Our STRIVE Forward Juvenile Justice Initiative focuses on supporting 
and addressing the educational and employment barriers faced by court-
involved youth while helping them attain life skills and in-demand 
occupational and employment skills needed to obtain livable wage jobs.

Throughout the course of the program, youth participate in a variety of 
activities including: workforce activities, career mentoring, community 
benefit projects, and occupational skills training. Assistance with 
expungement and diversion services is also available.

Weekly youth development groups facilitated by program staff offer youth 
an opportunity to discuss topics such as financial literacy, pop culture, 
self-esteem and identity and what their rights are. In addition, a monthly 
Dinner Club was initiated to provide a relaxed and familiar setting for 
youth to receive assistance with homework while enjoying a hot meal.

If you’d like to help us provide meals for the Dinner Club, visit  
www.secondchanceprogram.org/donate/ to make a donation. If you’d like 
to learn about becoming a mentor, please call 619-234-8888

#GIVINGTUESDAY IS A DAY FOR EVERYONE, 
EVERYWHERE, TO GIVE! 

Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving, 
#GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable season. 

Please join the global movement by participating in 
our campaign, #MySecondChance on November 29. 
It’s easy.

On your phone, record your story of a time you 
received a second chance and how it made a 
difference in your life. Share your video through 
social media and include the following post:

“In honor of (who gave you a second chance), I’m making a donation by texting 
“chances” to 41444. (@Friend1), (@FRIEND2), and (@FRIEND3), I challenge you 
to share your Second Chance video and make a donation to Second Chance on 
#GivingTuesday.”

Don’t forget to tag your friends and Second Chance. #GivingTuesday  
#MySecondChance.

Sample second chances: Did someone forgive you? Did a teacher give you a  
second chance? Did a coach believe in you? Did a CHP officer give you a warning  
instead of a ticket?

Note: Videos should be no longer than 60 seconds.

Ladonna, 15, has been enrolled in STRIVE  
Forward since August and is in Phase 2 of the 
program – occupational skills training. With 
assistance from Arthur, a retired plumber and one 
of our career mentors, she’s learning about tools, 
proper usage of tools, and safety while helping to 
build a workbench.

“If we tell the truth, we have all made mistakes.” – Anonymous Donor

JOIN THE $599 CLUB
Many of the individuals who come to Second Chance need  

a little more than a job. Your gift of $599 provides two basic needs: 
housing and transportation.  

$525 ONE MONTH RENT + $74 ONE MONTH BUS PASS = $599 CLUB!


