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JOB READINESS TRAINING 
Experience the Power of a Second Chance

Upcoming 2017 Orientations Dates: 9 a.m.
October 20

Upcoming Graduation Dates: 11 a.m.
October 13 • November 17

If you’d like to visit during a four-week class, contact Maureen, 619.839.0953.

A CHANCE TO DO BETTER
“With the tools Second Chance gave me, I can think big.”
Class 210 graduate Jesus V. completed our Job Readiness 
Training program on Friday, September 8. The following 
Monday, he started a full-time job at a roofing company.

Although Jesus has more than 20 years of roofing 
experience, his resume was not generating interest. After 
updating it at Second Chance, he received an immediate 
response from one of three jobs to which he applied. “It felt 
super good!” smiles Jesus.

With the confidence he gained from Job Readiness Training, 
Jesus was prepared to find work. “When I went on the 
interview, I was comfortable. I asked questions. I was prepared. I have work experience but (until 
now), didn’t have the tools to explain my skills and why I’m a good candidate.”

Jesus came to Second Chance on referral from his probation officer after a six-month stint in jail 
for drug trafficking. “I learned my lesson this time. The first time was a slap on the hand – 50 
days on furlough. This time was hard. I could not support my family. I know I did my family and 
the community wrong, but now I think positive. I have a chance to do better,” he says proudly.

“Second Chance works. I encourage anyone, especially those coming out of jail or prison, to 
come here.”

With your ongoing support, hundreds 
of men and women graduate our Job 
Readiness Training program every year 
equipped with the skills and drive 
required to find and interview for jobs. If 
your company is hiring and you’d like to 
interview a graduate featured here, please 
contact our Business Services Coordinator, 
Maurice Williams, 619-234-8888.

Justin is looking 
for work in the 
construction field. 
He has 2 years of 
experience in the 
concrete industry 
and can operate 
heavy machinery. 
Justin also has 
experience in park maintenance and has 
worked in the restaurant field. He provides 
great customer service, is a team player 
and fast learner.

Elaine loves 
working with dogs 
and would like 
to transfer her 
experience and 
skills as a dental 
assistant into 
the canine oral 
health field. She 

is familiar with Kodak Dental Systems 
software, is CPR and First Aid certified, and 
is detail and customer oriented.

DJ has experience 
in the food service 
industry. He follows 
sanitary codes and 
safety regulations 
in the kitchen. He 
has experience 
with industrial 
dishwashing 
machines. He is 
dependable, organized and takes pride in 
a job well done. His dream is to become a 
graphic designer.

READY TO WORK

As part of our Future Leaders 
Workshop, youth are asked 
to select and participate in 
a community service event. 
The young men enrolled in 
the afternoon session of the 
workshop elected to clean up 
their community park, Willie 
Henderson Sports Complex. 
Pictured from left: Edwin, 
Brandon and Walter. Great job!
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At times it may seem far off in the distance, but the holiday season is fast 
approaching. We find this is the time of year many individuals and 
corporations become more engaged with us. I’d like to offer 
some suggestions as you think of your holiday plans 
and holiday giving. 

Consider arranging a visit to Second Chance – you 
can sit in during a Job Readiness Training class 
or perhaps meet youth working in our garden. If 
you come by our office, 6145 Imperial Ave., on 
Thursdays, 3:30 – 5:30, you can purchase fresh 
produce from our Farm Stand! 

As you start to plan the gifts you’d like to give to 
your spouse, children and other family members, I 
ask that you consider giving to Second Chance as well, 
perhaps as a gift in someone’s honor. As you’ll see on the back 
page of this newsletter, we’re looking for a variety of home essentials and gift 
cards for our programs. And of course, we’re seeking monetary gifts to keep our 
programs operating above our already high service standards. 

Always remember that none of this is possible without your support! Don’t 
forget that YOU – our donors, volunteers and advocates - play just as big a role 
in helping unemployed San Diegans as any of our staff. So, on behalf of our 
employees, clients and their families, I’d like to thank you for all you’ve done—
and continue to do—for Second Chance.

Sincerely,

Robert Coleman 
President & CEO

DEAR FRIENDS, SUPPORTERS AND GRADUATES,

We know you care about 
the mission of Second 

Chance – you’ve shown us 
that through your generous 
support. Now we’d like to 

show you how much we care 
about you! Please join us 
at our Donor Appreciation 
Reception October 11 at 
Mitchell International.  

For information,  
contact Dawn,  

619-839-0964.   

Second Chance youth enrolled in the Home Builders 
Institute Pre-Apprenticeship Training put their skills 
to the test. They were sent to a home in Skyline 
Hills to install washer-dryer hook-ups as well as the 
piping to drain the water. Great job!



REENTRY WORKS UPDATE
In 2016 and in partnership with the U.S. Department of Labor, the San Diego County Sheriff’s 
Department, San Diego County Probation, and San Diego Workforce Partnership, Second Chance 
opened the first localized job center inside East Mesa Reentry Facility. The two-year goal was 
and remains to reduce recidivism and promote public safety by boosting the number of job 
placements for offenders reentering the community through better integrating public career 
services with the criminal justice system.

San Diego Workforce Partnership put together the following statistics and here’s where we are 
as of August 2017:

 • 392 job center participants enrolled
 • 234 job center participants released into community
 • 213 job readiness workshops
 • 1,594 workshop attendees
 • 50% of individuals served post-release have been placed in employment/education
 • 92 participants enrolled in intensive follow-up services post-release

The grant objective had a target of 22% or lower recidivism* rate. Only 9% of the 234 inmates released have recidivated and only 1 of the 92 individuals 
who received intensive follow-up services post-release has recidivated.

*USDOL defines the recidivism rate as the percentage of participants who were re-arrested for a new crime or re-incarcerated for revocation of the parole or probation order within 
one year of their release from jail. If a participant is re-arrested and subsequently released without being convicted of a new crime, he/she may be taken out of the recidivism rate.

REMARKABLE PHOTOS TO  
MAKE UNIQUE GIFTS

Local photojournalist Michele Zousmer spent a year and 
a half working in the Las Colinas Detention and Reentry 
Facility with women in a reentry program. She used her 

camera to tell their stories.
Michele has donated some of her unique and moving photos 

from Las Colinas to Second Chance and are available for 
purchase. “I am privileged to have Second Chance use my 

images to help put a face to their important work.”
If you would like to purchase one of her amazing photos 
for someone special, for your own collection, or to donate 
to Second Chance for display, please contact Dawn at 619-
839-0964, or dredo@secondchanceprogram.org to arrange 

a viewing. Cost per photo is $150.00 with all proceeds 
benefitting Second Chance.

Participants speak to potential employers at our first Job 
Fair at East Mesa Reentry Facility.

ONSITE SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS YOUTH
Momentum Learning portfolio of schools provides a fully-accredited educational program 
for school-age youth who are either wards of the court or have been referred by social 
services, probation, or one of the 42 school districts in San Diego County. There are more 
than 25 sites countywide, including one at Second Chance.

Many of the youth enrolled in the school also participate in our youth programs. Rob 
Armstrong, Program Coordinator for our STRIVE Forward program, says having the school 
onsite is a win-win.  “It allows us to provide wraparound services for youth that might 
need help with school credits, work readiness, emotional literacy (e.g., learning how to 
express feelings in a safe environment), and industry recognized certificates.”

Gina Dauzat, Director of Youth Programs, explained the youth who enroll in our programs 
need the additional support to reach their full potential and graduate from high school, 
prepare for college and/or the workforce. “Our programs empower youth to overcome 
abuse, addiction and other barriers to self-sufficiency,” says Dauzat. “Together with the 
school, we offer a safe place for youth to learn and engage in positive, meaningful 
activities. We are hoping to equip youth with the necessary tools and skills to live 
productive, successful lives.” 

To view Michele’s photos, visit:  
https://www.secondchanceprogram.org/michele-zousmer/



FILL OUR HOUSES WITH HOLIDAY CHEER
For many, the holidays are filled with family, decorative lights and candles, 
festive food, gift exchanges, office parties, and other social activities. 

But there are those who go through the holiday season alone, estranged 
from family and friends. Here’s how you can help Second Chance provide 
individuals living in our sober living homes a little bit of light during what 
can be a dark time.

 Hold a Stocking Stuffer drive at your place of business. Some fun ideas  
(yes, this is what we need):

 1. Looking Good: Shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes and toothpaste
 2. Sock it to Me: New socks, professional and athletic
 3. Suds Up: Dishwashing soap, hand soap and a bar of soap

 4. Throw in the Towel: kitchen sets and bath towel sets

Because many of our residents are just re-entering the workforce or are in a 
job search, they struggle with a food budget. Gift cards to local grocery stores 
will help us provide a holiday meal for our residents who remain onsite. 
For assistance with your donation drive, contact Maureen, 619-839-0953. To 
make a monetary donation, please visit our website.

“If we tell the truth, we have all made mistakes.” – Anonymous Donor

Second Chance would like to thank the 
following corporations, foundations, local 

government programs and family funds for  
their generous contributions  
(received 7/1/17 – 8/31/17):

Sempra Energy Foundation

Maurice J. Masserini Trust

Farrell Family Foundation

County of San Diego – Community 
Enhancement Grant

Diane & Elliot Feuerstein Fund at  
The Jewish Community Foundation

Samuel I & John Henry Fox Foundation

The Country Friends

Community Service Association

GUESS WHO’S BEHIND BARS IN “JAIL OR BAIL?”
Join us in jail for our 2017 #GivingTuesday campaign

On #GivingTuesday this year, Sheriff William Gore, San 
Diego City Attorney Mara Elliott, County Supervisor Kristin 
Gaspar and San Diego County District Attorney Summer 
Stephan have volunteered to “go to jail” to help raise 
money to support our programs and services. You can 

spend time behind bars too to help raise awareness of the Second Chance mission and 
money for our programs.

Join us Tuesday, November 28, at the Palm Plaza of Westfield UTC mall for Jail or Bail. You 
can help “bail” our friends out of our special “jail” (or keep them in) by making a donation to 
Second Chance. Can’t make it to the mall? Just text “chances” to 41444 to donate by text on 
#GivingTuesday. 

If you want to help raise funds for Second Chance by volunteering to go to jail so your 
friends can “bail” you out with a donation (or keep you in), please contact Maureen, 
mpolimadei@secondchanceprogram.org. 

We will be live at the UTC mall from noon to 3:00 on November 28. Visit our website for 
more #GivingTuesday updates.

#GivingTuesday is a global day of giving fueled by the power of social media and 
collaboration. Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving and the widely recognized 
shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable 
season, when many focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving. 

GEM MEMBERSHIP – A SIMPLE, YET POWERFUL WAY TO GIVE
You already donate to one of the most effective nonprofits in San Diego County. Please join our special community of monthly 
givers who play a key role in helping individuals and families survive crises, including incarceration and addiction, become  
self-sufficient and transform their communities for good.

Donors who make monthly contributions to Second Chance provide stable funding for year-round programming. As a monthly 
supporter, your contribution to helping get people off the streets and back to work is convenient, automatic and effective.

Whether you choose to give $10 or $100 a month – or any amount that fits with your budget and desire to help – you will be helping us provide job 
readiness training, job placement, financial literacy, sober-living housing, and ensure Second Chance is here for those seeking self-sustainability.


