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Looking for someone with customer 
service experience? Meet Joshua. 
He has 12 years in the grocery store 
industry – shipping and receiving, 
training new staff, and tracking and 
assigning staff hours. Joshua is a 
team player, is self-motivated and is a 
critical thinker.

Christian is a guest service 
professional and an accomplished 
veteran of the United States Marine 
Corps. He has extensive experience 
and training in leadership as well as a 
track record of success in community 
involvement and guest services. Skills 
include conflict resolution, logistics, 
inventory and cash management, 
and training and development. He 
is a team player and has excellent 
communication skills.

If your company is hiring and you’d like 
to interview a graduate featured here or 
you’d like us to refer another graduate, 
please contact our Business Services team, 
619-234-8888.

READY TO WORK

JOB READINESS TRAINING 
Experience the Power of a Second Chance

Please join us Friday, May 19, 11 a.m.  
for the graduation of Class 207.

 
If you’d like to visit during an upcoming four-week class,  

contact Maureen, 619-839-0953.

GUEST LINEUP CHANGES FOR “ORANGE IS THE 
NEW BLACK SEASON 2: TEENS BEHIND BARS”
What drives kids to commit crimes, use drugs, or join gangs? 

Find out May 20th at the “Orange is the New Black: 
Teens Behind Bars” fundraiser for Second Chance. 
Guest speaker Mitchell Jackson, author of the The 
Residue Years, tells his story of how a young drug 
dealer became an award winning novelist. The event 
will focus on Second Chance programs aimed at 
keeping juvenile offenders out of the adult system.  
Also joining us will be YouTube sensation “The 
Rapping Dad,” Derek Clark.

A true survivor with a powerful gift for words, Jackson grew up in Northeast Portland 
during the crime-addled 1990s. He started selling drugs at 15 and at age 19 found 
himself in prison. His debut novel, The Residue Years, has won numerous awards and was 
recently made into a documentary feature.  Jackson now teaches writing at NYU and 
Columbia University.

Clark, the inspiring author of the critically acclaimed 
series, I Will Never Give Up and self-proclaimed 
“Rapping Dad,” is a survivor of brutal child abuse, 
rejection and abandonment.   Clark inspires youth and 
adults to never give up and to not let the past limit 
their incredible future. Warning: Expect a little “dad 
rapping” as part of the evening’s entertainment.

Hear from local justice-involved youth about 
how Second Chance programs have helped them 
overcome neglect, abuse, addiction and other barriers 
to happiness.

General admission tickets include pre-event dinner in the International Food Court, a 
photo exhibit by “photographer for social change” Michele Zousmer, entertainment and a 
no-host bar. VIP tickets include premium international cuisine, hosted bar, and a meet and 
greet with guest speakers.

Tickets are limited. To get yours, go to secondchanceprogram.org or call 619-839-0964.
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Isn’t it amazing what spring brings?

Our garden is blooming with lush produce planted and harvested 
by our youth. I hope you will stop by our onsite Farm Stand on 
Thursdays from 3:30–5:00pm to purchase fresh produce and meet 
some of the youth who work so hard to make it grow. While you 
are here, take a look at the beautiful garden. Community funding 
combined with a lot of sweat transformed a vacant eyesore into a 
thriving urban garden. When you donate to the garden you are helping 
us transform the lives of our youth. Our six-week program engages 
participants in one week of job readiness training, followed by simultaneous 
garden internships and classroom education.

This year, spring also brings the reprisal of our popular themed event, Orange is the New 
Black Season 2: Teens Behind Bars.  Join us May 20, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. at Qualcomm Hall in 
Sorrento Valley for an evening of inspiration, entertainment and education surrounding 
the issues facing justice-involved youth and how our programs help local youth overcome 
neglect, abuse, criminal backgrounds, addiction and other generational barriers to 
achieving self-sufficiency. 

I know you will absolutely enjoy our guest speakers, Mitchell S. Jackson and Derek Clark. 
Jackson is an acclaimed author, filmmaker and professor at New York University who, at 
age 19, found himself in prison. Clark is a YouTube sensation, known as “The Rapping Dad,” 
and delivers an inspirational story of surviving child abuse and growing up in foster care.

With our mission in front of us, we continue to grow our programs and add staff. Please 
welcome our new Chief Operating Officer/Chief of Programs, Terri Lapinsky, who will lead 
and manage our day-to-day mission critical operations. Terri will be an integral member 
of our senior management team and will play a central role in coaching, mentoring, and 
developing our staff into the most professional team in our sector. 

Terri comes to us from the MAAC Project where she was responsible for all programs in 
Economic Development, Education, and Health Services including two recovery homes. She 
has experience working closely with law enforcement, juvenile detention/probation and has 
a successful track record of developing partnerships and proposals to secure new funding.

I hope you know how important you – our friends, our donors, our graduates – are to 
Second Chance as we continue our path to an even more successful future. 

Thank you! 

Robert Coleman 
President & CEO

DEAR FRIENDS,

HAVE YOU INCLUDED SECOND CHANCE IN YOUR WILL OR TRUST?
Please let us know so we can include you as a member of our Legacy Circle, a newly formed group of 
generous individuals who have created their legacy with Second Chance. 

Membership in the Legacy Circle is extended upon confirmation that you have arranged for any  
of the following:

 • Included a bequest provision for Second Chance in your will or living trust

 • Created a charitable remainder trust or lead trust with Second Chance as a beneficiary

 • Designated Second Chance as the beneficiary of your retirement plan or life insurance policy

 • Gave a gift of real property to Second Chance

Your membership in the Legacy Circle may be anonymous for purposes of recognition, but participation 
in any special activities is still encouraged.

To make a planned gift or if you’ve already included Second Chance in your will or trust, please notify 
Trisha Gooch, Vice President of Advancement & External Affairs, 619-839-0950.



SECOND CHANCE IN THE COMMUNITY

RUNNING PUTS PROBATION YOUTH 
ON POSITIVE PATH
Reprinted and edited with permission from Yvette Urrea Moe, County 
of San Diego Communications Office

Recently, seven youth in the custody of County Probation, including 
two from the Second Chance Youthful Offender Rehabilitation (YORP) 
program, competed in the Silver Strand Half Marathon, all with times 
under 2 hours 30 minutes. They trained by running laps around 
East Mesa Juvenile Detention Facility and under supervision in the 
foothills near Camp Barrett in Alpine.

“All of them have a desire to connect with something really positive,” 
said Dr. Carlos Nelson, a senior clinical psychologist from the County’s 
Health and Human Services Agency assigned to Camp Barrett. “Some 
of them are so depressed or traumatized or live in environments that 
are so impoverished that they lost their hope and desire to thrive. 
Exercise and experiences with success reignite their hope and desire 
to do well in life.”

Correctional Deputy Probation Officer R. Martinez, who started 
the program, and staff at Camp Barrett and the Reflections school 
program teach youth about running techniques, injury prevention, 
diet, different types of running shoes and training. They run up to an 
hour every day and sometimes longer. Staff from Probation, Health and Human Services and the County Office of Education have supported 
the youth by running alongside them and donating running shoes. 

“What these guys get from running is it calms them down. At least while they’re in here, it helps them out so much,” said Martinez. He hopes 
it’s a coping skill they’ll use after they are released and beyond. But running is not going to be a life-changer in itself, Martinez said. The 
teenagers have to be ready for a complete course correction.

Our YORP standouts in the Silver Strand Half Marathon were Demarco G., who finished fourth in his age division and 116th overall with a time 
of 1:43:01, and Hector L., who finished ninth in his age division and 472nd overall with a time of 2:04:41. Both are now at home on probation.

Demarco was on his last chance at East Mesa, due to getting into repeated fights with others. He had signed a contract that stated if he 
continued getting in trouble, he would be sent to the state’s youth detention facility. After he got involved in the program, he became 
respectful, responsible and an example to other youth in his unit, said Supervising Probation Officer Brian Day.

Demarco said he still had a “gangbanger mentality” when he entered into Probation custody, but after two years, he’s “matured a lot” and is 
ready to move on with his life. While in custody, his mother died and he has since been adopted by his neighbor, who essentially raised him 
when he was younger because his mother had a drinking problem, Demarco said. His adoptive mother got him back on the right path he had 
deviated from as a teenager. His adoptive father is also a runner and ran alongside him in the Silver Strand race.

“They never gave up on me,” Demarco said.

As for running, he said, “I think it does help me mentally. It burns off stress. I like to do it because I like to be the best at what I do. I try my 
hardest. I push myself.”

Hector had also been in and out of juvenile detention for years. When he first arrived at East Mesa, he was depressed about his predicament 
and being separated from his family. After he began running, he noticed it was changing his mindset. It gave him hope, even though he 
struggled initially.

“When I first went out there (to run), it was torture, but after 
a while, Mr. Martinez kept pushing and pushing me and I 
wanted to be better. I kept pushing until stopping wasn’t an 
option. I never knew something simple like running would 
help me,” said Hector. “It gave me goals, more motivation and 
determination.”

He said he’s proud of his accomplishments at East Mesa: 
finishing both high school and the half marathon. He hopes 
to strengthen ties with his family and start at Grossmont 
College so that one day he can be an at-risk youth counselor 
and help other kids by sharing his story.



JOB CENTER OPENS AT LAS COLINAS
On March 24, Second Chance celebrated the official opening of its second 
Job Center located in a jail with a tour and presentations for local elected 
officials, community stakeholders and community partners. The Job Center 
at Las Colinas Detention and Reentry Facility delivers employment services 
such as life skills workshops and employment readiness workshops with the 
goal of preparing female inmates for employment upon their release.

Guests in attendance included City of San Diego Councilmember David 
Alvarez, San Diego County Supervisor Kristin Gaspar, and representatives 
from the following offices: Supervisor Ron Roberts, Assemblymember Randy 
Voepel and Senator Dianne Feinstein.

Thank you to our Job Centers partners: the U.S. Department of Labor; the San 
Diego County Sheriff’s Department; San Diego County Probation; and San 
Diego Workforce Partnership. 

You can help us in our efforts to prepare inmates for reentry by donating 
to the $599 Club, donating new or gently used blouses and dress shirts, or 
donating hygiene products, such as shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste and 
deodorant. Contact Maureen for information, 619-839-0953.

“If we tell the truth, we have all made mistakes.” – Anonymous Donor

$599 CLUB –  
WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

The $599 Club is a pooled fund restricted to 
providing whatever current program participants, 
program graduates or Sober Living Housing 
residents might need to be successful as they work 
towards self-sufficiency. 

Funds have been used to purchase steel-toed boots, uniform shirts/pants, bus passes, 
books for school, and even rent assistance at our Sober Living Homes.

To make a secure donation to the $599 Club, text “599club” to 41444, or contact 
Maureen at mpolimadei@secondchanceprogram.org or 619-839-0953.

Second Chance would like to thank  
the following corporations, foundations, local 
government programs and family funds for 

their generous contributions  
(received 1/1/17 – 4/15/17):

Carol & Henry Hunte Fund  

City of San Diego, Community Projects, 
Programs & Services Grant,  

Districts 5, 6 and 7

Emanuel & Anna Weinstein 
Foundation

JF Beyster Fund  

Pottery Barn

Wells Fargo Foundation

Bicycling is a great way to stay fit and get around San Diego. However, not many 
of our program participants can afford a bike - until now. Participants of our Youth 
Garden program were selected as recipients of a recent donation from the County 
of San Diego Sheriff ’s Department. The department works with inmates to refurbish 
bicycles as a way to learn life skills and the repaired bicycles are then donated to 
the Probation Unit and distributed to organizations throughout San Diego.


