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Left: San Diego City Councilmember Chris Ward, 
District 3, served as the guest speaker at the 
graduation of Class 208. Councilmember Ward 
told the graduates completing the Job Readiness 
Training program was an “in investment in 
yourself” and each graduate “will have a direct 
impact on (their) community.” Above: Graduate 
Jeremiah Rash expresses his excitement and 
determination.

JOB READINESS TRAINING 
Experience the Power of a Second Chance

Upcoming Orientations, 9 a.m.
July 7 • August 11 • September 15

Upcoming Graduations, 11 a.m.
August 4 • September 8 • October 13

For eligibility requirements or to enroll, please call 619-234-8888.

“I WANT TO MAKE THE INVISIBLE, VISIBLE. 
 I WANT TO GIVE THE VOICELESS A VOICE”  
Over the past 15 years of her career, “Photojournalist for Social Change” Michele 
Zousmer has used her camera to do just that, having traveled to more than 60 
countries including Nepal, Tibet, Namibia, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Costa Rica, Peru and 
India, photographing diverse populations. But it is her work in San Diego that 
inspired Second Chance to include a gallery of her photographs in our May 20 
fundraising event, “Orange is the New Black Season 2.”

Michele spent a year and a half working in 
the Las Colinas Detention and Reentry Facility 
with women in a reentry program, gaining their 
trust and friendship. She quickly felt a strong 
connection with the ladies and used her camera 
to tell their stories.  She describes them as strong 
women who have faced difficult situations many 
of us cannot even imagine.

Michele has generously donated some of her Las Colinas photographs to Second Chance. “I am privileged to have 
Second Chance use my images to help put a face to their important work.”

If you would like to purchase one of her remarkable photos for your own collection or to donate to Second Chance, 
please contact Dawn at 619-839-0964 or dredo@secondchanceprogram.org to arrange a viewing. Cost per photo is 
$150.00 with all proceeds benefitting Second Chance.

To view Michele’s photos, visit: https://www.secondchanceprogram.org/michele-zousmer/
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It was a pleasure meeting those of you who attended our  
spring fundraiser, Orange is the New Black Season 2: Teens 
Behind Bars. Our speakers, Derek “The Rapping Dad” Clark 
and NYU Professor and author of The Residue Years Mitchell 
Jackson, gave inspiring insight into the issues facing justice-
involved youth and educated the audience about how our 
programs help local youth overcome neglect, abuse, criminal 
backgrounds, addiction and other generational barriers to 
achieving self-sufficiency. I want to congratulate all who worked to 
make this such an outstanding evening, especially our Development team.

Your next opportunity to learn more about us and get engaged with our youth 
programs is July 31 at Nate’s Garden Grill in City Heights for a farm-to-table dinner 
featuring produce grown in our Youth Garden. You’ll have an opportunity to feast on 
a delicious three-course meal made from local ingredients, learn about the impact 
our garden program has on participants and give back to the program in a friendly, 
casual setting. Keep an eye out for more details through our social media accounts 
and on our website at www.secondchanceprogram.org.

As our organization continues to grow, the new fiscal year brings an addition to 
our Board of Directors in the way of Ms. Marlene Taylor. A 30-year veteran of the 
building industry and a passionate advocate of workforce development and local 
youth mentorship programs, she is the President of Taylor Trim & Supply. Marlene 
has experience in executive-level management, strategic planning, financial 
oversight, organizational development, human resources, and corporate marketing 
efforts. We’re excited to bring Marlene onboard, and look forward to drawing on her 
expertise in the job development field to advancement our programs and the lives 
of our participants.

I hope you know how important you – our friends, our donors, our graduates –  
are to Second Chance as we continue our path to an even more successful future. 
A heartfelt “thank you” to all the work you’ve accomplished to help San Diego 
County’s unemployed!

Sincerely, 

Robert Coleman 
President & CEO

DEAR FRIENDS,

Second Chance Board of Directors 
hold up individual signs that comprise 
our mission statement. The Board 
gathered for a one-day retreat at 
Las Colinas Detention and Reentry 
Facility to discuss programs and 
services offered, learn more about 
fundraising opportunities, and plan 
for the upcoming fiscal year. Board 
members indicated one of the most 
inspiring activities was the opportunity 
to chat and have lunch with inmates 
who were part of the facility’s Culinary 
Program. The women had prepared 
and served the Board’s meal.



FIRST-EVER CERTIFICATE PRESENTED
The County of San Diego Probation Department awarded its first-ever 
certificate for “Treatment Leader in Evidence Based Practice” to the Second 
Chance Youthful Offender Rehabilitation Program (YORP) team May 24 at its 
annual Community Resource Directory Expo.

Second Chance has provided cognitive behavioral trainings for youth in the 
county’s East Mesa and Kearny Mesa Youthful Offender Units since 2009. 
We are proud to be recognized for the impactful work we do to reduce 
recidivism in youthful offenders.

NATIONAL SUIT DRIVE BENEFITS SECOND CHANCE
The 10th annual National Suit Drive, sponsored by Men’s Wearhouse, runs July 1 through July 31. Donate gently used 
professional attire at your nearest Men’s Wearhouse and, as a thank you, you will receive 50% off the regular price  
(some exclusions apply) to use on your next purchase of retail items.

Second Chance has once again been selected as one of the local recipients of the drive. Robert Coleman, President & 
CEO of Second Chance, says, “Our programs focus on preparing and helping individuals to become self-sufficient and 
that includes being ready to work. However, most do not have a suit or appropriate interview attire. Through community 
donations, we are able to stock a closet with men’s and women’s apparel for our participants. We are grateful to be in 
partnership with Men’s Wearhouse; the yearly collection keeps us well stocked, especially with men’s suits.”

Note: we are in need of men’s gently used professional shoes. Please contact Maureen if you’d like to make a donation,  
619-839-0953 or mpolimadei@secondchanceprogram.org.

LOOKING FOR A COMPANY PROJECT?
Host a gift drive for Second Chance. We are in need of the  
following items:
 • Personal hygiene products
 • Healthy snacks
 • Bar stools
 • Men’s and women’s professional shoes and socks
 • New twin sheet sets
 • New towel sets

Make your drive fun. Here are some thematic ideas:

 Throw in the Towel -  collect bath towels, face towels and  
kitchen towels.

 Let’s Go Walking -  collect new and/or gently used professional 
shoes and new dress socks.

 Suds not Duds –  collect shampoo, conditioner, bars of soap,  
body wash.

 Eat This, Not That –  collect cereal bars, protein bars, snack sized 
bags of almonds/peanuts/crackers.

Please contact Maureen Polimadei, 619-839-0953 or  
mpolimadei@secondchanceprogram.org, to make an  
in-kind donation or make arrangements for a corporate gift drive.

FARM-TO-TABLE FUNDRAISER TO 
BENEFIT YOUTH GARDEN

You’re invited! Join us Monday, July 31, 6 p.m – 
8 p.m. at Nate’s Garden Grill in City Heights for 
a three-course, farm fresh dinner incorporating 
produce grown and harvested by Second 
Chance youth. You’ll have an opportunity to 
feast on a delicious three-course meal made 

from local ingredients, learn about the impact our garden  
program has on participants, and give to the program in a friendly, 
casual setting. 

For ticket prices and purchase details, contact Dawn Redo,  
619-839-0964 or dredo@secondchanceprogram.org. 

Can’t attend our event but want to help our garden grow?  
You can make a donation by texting “youthgarden” to 41444 or 
online, www.secondchanceprogram.org/support/.

Pictured left to right: Assistant Chief Probation Officer Reuben Littlejohn, Second 
Chance Case Manager Rob Armstrong, Second Chance Case Manager Lakiesha 
Wilks, Director of Housing Operations Gervon Gaither, Chief Probation Officer 
Adolfo Gonzales, YORP Program Manager Gina Dauzat, East Mesa Reentry Works 
Program Coordinator Alex Macias, and Director of Treatment and Clinical Services, 
San Diego County Probation Geoff Twitchell, Ph.D.

usbank.com

Creating a world of limitless possibilities.

Member FDIC.  160054C 9/16 

Southeastern/Federal & Euclid 
5100 Federal Boulevard 
San Diego, CA 92105 
619.266.5700 

Proud to support "Orange is the New Black Season 2." 



IT’S A WRAP!
What a show! It was an evening of great food, great company, inspiration and 
education. Orange is the New Black Season 2: Teens Behind Bars welcomed 
speakers Derek Clark and Mitchell S. Jackson to the stage. Through personal 
testimony (and a bit of rapping from Clark), both brought messages of hope, 
resilience and perseverance and reinforced the core Second Chance belief that 
we are not defined by our past.

The evening brought to light the challenges facing justice-involved youth – 
barriers to work, finishing or continuing with school, living in a crime-ridden 
community, and judgement from the community. But it also highlighted dreams 
and aspirations as the audience was introduced to several youth who completed 
our STRIVE Forward and/or Youth Garden programs.

We are grateful to our wonderful sponsors, board members, staff, graduates  
and volunteers. Please visit our website for pictures and video presentation.  
www.secondchanceprogram.org/orange/

“If we tell the truth, we have all made mistakes.” – Anonymous Donor

Second Chance would like to thank the following 
corporations, foundations, local government programs 

and family funds for their generous contributions 
(received 4/16/17 – 6/30/17):

County of San Diego, Neighborhood 
Reinvestment Program grant, District 3

Eugene & Joan Foster Family Fund 

James Hughes Foundation at Union Bank

Jimbo’s…Naturally!

LPL Financial

Pratt Memorial Fund at Union Bank

Union Bank Foundation 

Willis & Jane Fletcher Family Fund

Above: Kathlyn Mead, President & CEO of the San Diego Foundation, Sandra McBrayer, CEO 
of the Children’s Initiative, and Terri Lapinsky, COO/Chief of Programs at Second Chance.

Congratulations to our recent Future Leaders graduates, who recently completed four weeks 
of job readiness training, emotional literacy classes, and a community service project. The 
young participants are now enrolled in the Home Builders Institute (HBI) course. At the end 
of the six week program, they will receive an HBI Pre-Apprenticeship Certificate Training 
(PACT) Certification. Pictured with the youth is Group Facilitator Anthony Gonzales.

Guest speakers Derek Clark, left, and Mitchell S. Jackson.


