
RINGING THE BELL 
 WINTER 2017

SOMETIMES IT TAKES MORE THAN A SECOND CHANCE 
Wendy G., a graduate of Class 159, grew up in Paradise Hills with loving and supportive parents. But being poor meant she didn’t fit in at 
school, causing her to lash out. 

Wendy soon began running with a local gang, where she got the acceptance she was lacking elsewhere.  
Her affiliation would end up lasting 24 years. “It didn’t cost anything to join a gang, so I fit in there,”  
explains Wendy.

While in the gang, Wendy started using drugs. She spent about 10 years in and out of the county jail and state 
prison for various drug charges. In 2013, at the age of 35, she’d had enough and tried to transfer her street 
smarts to a clean life. “Prison changed my life,” she says. She decided she wasn’t going back.

Wendy completed our Job Readiness Training program, but street life was still calling her name. She ended 
up back in prison and started using drugs again. A fight with her family resulted in a restraining order; at one 
point she had so many violations of the order a judge sent her back to prison “to think.”

After her release, Wendy came back to Second Chance and lived in one of our sober living homes. 
Unfortunately, she was asked to leave our facility after a public intoxication incident. She moved into another 
sober living facility and worked hard to change her life. However, at the age of 39, she found herself pregnant.

“At that point, everything was making my face tremble. I was an older mother but I (was in) a good relationship.” She remembered what she learned 
at Second Chance and was finally ready to make it work. She came “home” to Second Chance again, seeking assistance with her resume and job 
search. After 10 interviews, she finally landed a job. She now works as a full-time marketing agent.

Wendy is very proud of her five children, three of whom are adopted, and all of whom have stayed out of gangs and away from drugs. She is quick to 
acknowledge her parents’ influence and their willingness to help to raise and support her children.

“I put (my parents) through a lot. It’s amazing they still love and support me,” reflects Wendy.

PENNSATUCKY SLATED TO JOIN CAST OF “ORANGE IS 
THE NEW BLACK SEASON 2: JUVENILE JUSTICE”
On May 20, 2017 Second Chance will present “Orange is the New Black Season 2: Juvenile Justice,” at 
Qualcomm Hall. This year’s event will follow a similar structure as our 2015 event, “Orange is the New 
Black: The Real Story with Piper Kerman,” but with more focus on issues surrounding justice-involved 
youth and Second Chance’s programs serving justice-involved youth.

In addition to education and inspiration, our program is slated to include an appearance by Taryn 
Manning, who appears as the character “Pennsatucky” in NetFlix’s OITNB television show; a 15-minute 
TED Talk by motivational speaker Derek Clark; a short, original theatrical piece featuring our program 
participants and their personal stories of hardship and success; and a musical finale.

Just as last year’s event broke the mold for fundraisers, “Orange is the New Black Season 2” promises 
to be even more exciting, moving and fun. Our event offers an international food court free to general 
admission ticket holders; a VIP reception with our featured artists; pre-event entertainment by Second 
Chance youth; and a photography exhibit by acclaimed “photographer for social change” Michele Zousmer.

Mark your calendars now and watch for updates on Facebook and our website! 

JOB READINESS TRAINING Experience the Power of a Second Chance
Upcoming 2017 Orientation Dates: (all begin at 9 a.m.)

February 10  |  March 17  |  April 21
Upcoming 2017 Graduation Dates: (all begin at 11 a.m.)

March 10   |   April 17   |   May 19
If you’d like to visit during a four-week class, contact Maureen, 619-839-0953.
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Thank you for a fantastic 2016. Together, we helped make 2016 
a better year by providing job readiness training, life skills 
training, apprenticeship opportunities, job referrals, educational 
opportunities, cognitive behavioral therapy, and sober living 
housing to hundreds of men, women and youth facing multiple 
barriers to becoming self-sufficient. In addition, you helped us 
provide hope, encouragement, a sense of belonging and a strong 
support system for our participants.

That is why I want to take this opportunity to thank you for being 
part of the Second Chance family. Without you, we could not have 
accomplished so much, nor could we look forward to a promising 2017.

Here’s what’s new in 2017:

 •  Second Chance, in collaboration with the University of California, San Diego, 
Department of Psychiatry, will provide non-residential alcohol and other drug 
treatment, case management, mental health counseling and drug testing program 
services to serve non-violent adult male and female offenders who have been referred 
to the Reentry Court Program.

 •  Our second Job Center at Las Colinas Detention and Reentry Facility, is up and running, 
delivering employment services, such life skills workshops and employment readiness 
workshops, with the goal of preparing female inmates for employment upon their 
release.

  •  We will provide the housing component for the San Diego City Attorney’s SMART pilot 
program for chronic low-level misdemeanor offenders with multiple drug and quality-
of-life offenses. (see story, p3)

As always, we will continue to provide the utmost quality job readiness training for 
individuals seeking and overcoming barriers to employment. We will help our youth identify 
areas of personal improvement and provide support as they work to achieve their individual 
goals. And, we will continue to be excellent stewards of your generosity.

Happy New Year,

Robert Coleman 
President & CEO

DEAR FRIENDS,

“THEY CALL US MONSTERS” SCREENS IN SAN DIEGO
Second Chance to host panel discussion
Join Second Chance for the San 
Diego screening of “They Call Us 
Monsters,” a documentary that 
explores the juvenile justice 
system and the young men who 
become entangled in it.

The movie, directed by Ben 
Lear (son of Norman Lear) and 
produced by BMP Films, follows 
violent juveniles between 14 
and 17 years old who have been 
tried as adults and sentenced to 
life in prison. It raises questions about society’s responsibility to these kids, as well as their 
victims. The film also takes viewers behind the walls of Los Angeles County’s main juvenile 
detention center, the Sylmar Juvenile Prison, where three violent offenders are writing a 
movie as they await their trials.

Four showings will be held between February 10 – 16 at Media Arts Center, 2921 El Cajon 
Blvd., in North Park. Second Chance will host a moderated panel discussion after one of the 
screenings (TBA) which will include Second Chance staff and local law enforcement. Follow 
us on Facebook or check our website for updates about the screenings.



Second Chance is a proud recipient of Sycuan Casino’s 
Holiday Gift Giving, thanks to a nomination from our board 
member, Gary Strawbridge, middle. Attending the gift 
giving ceremony was Jon-David H., a Job Readiness Training 
graduate and Trisha Gooch, VP of Advancement.

SECOND CHANCE IN THE COMMUNITY

CITY OF SAN DIEGO INITIATIVE TO HOUSE,  
TREAT LOW-LEVEL DRUG OFFENDERS
Second Chance Selected as Housing Partner

Second Chance was recently selected as the housing partner for 
the San Diego City Attorney’s SMART pilot program. The San Diego 
Misdemeanants At-Risk Track (SMART) program prioritizes chronic 
offenders with acute drug addictions and complex social service needs.

SMART will safely divert chronic misdemeanor offenders, particularly 
those who are otherwise resistant to intervention, to a case manager 
and offer individualized treatment through Family Health Centers and 
tailored housing placements with Second Chance.

As the housing partner, Second Chance will provide participants with basic needs (including but not limited to furnishings, 
showers, and laundry facilities), blankets and linens, emergency food, bus passes, and a Housing Navigator to assist in 
locating appropriate and affordable permanent housing placement. Participants can receive housing for up to two years or 
until he/she transitions to their own permanent housing. 

“We are proud to be selected as a SMART partner and recognized as a solution to some of the area’s most pressing 
problems – chronic homelessness, addiction and criminal behavior. As a SMART partner, we will further our mission of 
disrupting the cycles of incarceration and poverty,” says Robert Coleman, President & CEO of Second Chance.

OUR ANNUAL JOB FAIR IS  
AROUND THE CORNER

Our annual Job and Resource Fair is slated for April 2017 at the 
Balboa Park Club Santa Fe Room. The Job Fair includes employers 
from multiple industries, such as: shipbuilding; retail; food service; 
administrative; and security.

Job seekers are encouraged to come professionally dressed with  
up-to-date resumes.

Follow us on social media or check our website,  
www.secondchanceprogram.org, for specific details about the Job Fair.



Second Chance would like to thank the following 
corporations, foundations, local government 

programs and family funds for their generous 
contributions (received 10/1/16 - 12/31/16):

Beyster Family Fund 
Carol & Henry Hunte Fund 

Cubic Corporation
Diane & Elliot Feuerstein Fund of the  

Jewish Community Foundation
Hervey Family Fund 

Russ & Kathy Van Cleve Foundation
Sycuan Casino

The San Diego Foundation
Walter J. & Betty C. Zable Foundation

THANKS FOR MAKING  
THE HOLIDAYS A  
LITTLE BRIGHTER

Thank you to the local band Fictitious Dishes 
for selecting Second Chance as the beneficiary 
of a holiday concert. Other featured local bands 
included Hocus and Gloomsday. We received 
hygiene product and a monetary donation.

Special thanks to those of you who provided 
gifts for youth and holiday meals to residents 
in our sober living homes and to Sycuan for 
donating Christmas trees to each of our homes.

Would you like to host a special donation drive 
for us at your place of employment? In addition 
to shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste and deodorant, we could also use  
body sprays for men and women, hair accessories  
and makeup. We prefer full size containers but will accept sample sizes.  
Please note, we cannot accept used items. For information, please contact  
Maureen Polimadei, 619-839-0953.

HOW DOES OUR GARDEN GROW?
With your help of course!

Please visit our stand at the Fair @ 44th (and El Cajon Blvd. in San Diego), 3:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday. We’ll be selling fresh, local sustainable produce grown by our Youth Garden interns at our City 
Heights and Southeast urban gardens. Cash, credit/debit and EBT are accepted.

You can also stop by our community stand every Thursday beginning January 26, 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. at 
our Second Chance location. The stand will be staffed by youth who will also be working in the garden. 

“If it wasn’t for Second Chance, I never would have known how much I like to plant and grow things. I was used 
to planting bad seeds. I never knew I could plant and harvest good seeds.” - Youth Garden participant

“If we tell the truth, we have all made mistakes.” – Anonymous Donor

$599 CLUB GETS A REDESIGN
Our popular $599 Club, which provided one month’s rent, a month bus pass and a food voucher 
has been redesigned due to rising costs and the recognition of other client needs, such as 
specific work-related clothing or tools and assistance with legal documents.

The $599 Club is now a pooled fund restricted to providing whatever current program 
participants, program graduates, or Sober Living Housing residents might need to be successful 
as they work towards self-sufficiency. 

A donation of any amount is welcome for the $599 Club. However, a donation of $599 provides 
the following donor benefits:

 • Recognition on the Second Chance website
 • Recognition in the  Second Chance newsletter
 • Certificate of Membership, suitable for framing

To become a member of the $599 Club visit our website and choose the “$599 Club” option on the Donation Page.

If you would like to donate a different amount to support the $599 Club, you can text “599club” to 41444 to make a secure donation 
via your phone, or contact Maureen at mpolimadei@secondchanceprogram.org or 619-839-0953.


