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JOB READINESS TRAINING 
Experience the Power of a Second Chance

A Second Chance Gave This Graduate a Lifelong Career
My name is Agatha R. and I am a graduate of Class 179. 
I am writing to express my gratitude for the Second 
Chance Job Readiness Training Program. I learned many 
valuable skills and lessons while in the program that are 
still assisting me in reaching my goals today.

During the JRT program, I was hired by a restaurant in 
Chula Vista.  Shortly after, I became employed at a local 
hardware store and a book store, where I have been 
continuously employed since 2014. I am also employed 
with the San Diego County Office of Education, working at 
the Juvenile Court and Community School site at Second 
Chance. I began as a Special Education Teacher’s Aide, but within six short months I was 
promoted to a permanent Classified employee as a Classroom Assistant.  This entailed a 
$5.00 raise plus benefits. Due to my passion for working in education, as of Jan. 8, 2018, 
I am now attending Point Loma Nazarene University to obtain my Bachelor’s degree and 
Dual Teaching Credential. 

Many years ago I would never have dreamed I would be able to go back to school to 
finish my education. Even though I currently have three satisfying jobs, I will soon have 
a career that I will be extremely proud of. I am the one who did the hard work along 
my journey to get to where I am today, but I did not get here all by myself. Other than 
my family, the person at Second Chance I would like to recognize is Mr. David Benites. 
Mr. Benites has been very supportive in numerous ways from the very beginning of my 
journey – from a proper handshake and interview skills to assistance with my resume 
and other letters over the years. Mr. Benites provided me with the job tip that led to my 
employment with the school district. Because of this, I am now working in the field I am 
most passionate about and I am on my way to developing a lifelong career in that field 
while obtaining my education goals. I am very grateful for Mr. Benites who will always 
be a great mentor and friend.

So, in closing, I just wanted to reiterate how grateful I am for the opportunity I received 
just a few short years ago at Second Chance.  When the people in the program tell 
you that you will be able to utilize these wonderful services and expertise from the 
wonderful staff for a lifetime, they really mean it.  Second Chance was the tipping point 
that led me on the path to success.  Thank you for the program and its people.

Sincerely,

Agatha

Bell Ringers
With your ongoing support, hundreds of men and 
women graduate our Job Readiness Training program 
every year, equipped with the skills and drive 
required to find and interview for a job. Graduates are 
encouraged to come back to Second Chance to ring the 
job bell. Meet two of our recent bellringers: 

Lewis J., Class 211 rang 
the job bell. Almost a 
month after his graduation, 
Lewis was hired by a local 
grocery retailer in the 
Meat Department as a 
Sanitation Specialist and is 
responsible for cleaning all 
of the cutting machines. 

“The culture at the 
business is great – retail 
has been where I have the most experience.” Lewis 
has also applied to the Electrician’s Apprenticeship 
program through Second Chance.

At Second Chance, Lewis learned to always dress for 
success and found the mock interviews to be helpful. 
“Second Chance can give you the tools and good habits 
you need to be successful.”

A very happy Tanika D. from 
Class 213, was recently 
hired as a Lead Cook at one 
of the concession stands 
at Petco Park. Although 
she will be working 32-40 
hours per week, Tanika 
plans to keep her current 
part-time job with a local 
security company. 

“Before I came to Second Chance, I was scared to go 
out and look for a job. I didn’t know how to present 
myself at a job interview. Now I’m more confident and 
know how to answer the questions. And they love my 
handshake,” laughs Tanika.

“If you want better, you have to do better. Come in to 
Second Chance. The job coaches are awesome; they’re 
willing to help. You just have to want the help.”

Upcoming 2018 Dates:
 Class Orientation Graduation
 Class 216 April 20 May 18
 Class 217 June 1 June 29
 Class 218 July 6 August 3
 Class 219 August 10 September 7

If you’d like to visit during a four-week class, or attend graduation, please 
contact Maureen, 619-839-0953.
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Guess who’s having a birthday? Second Chance! This is our 25th year of service to the 
community and to celebrate this milestone year, we’ve scheduled some 
unique opportunities for you to celebrate with us.

Join us April 23 for a farm fresh birthday dinner at Nate’s Garden 
Grill in City Heights. You’ll have an opportunity to feast on food 
made from local ingredients, including produce from our Youth 
Garden, and learn about the impact our garden program has on 
our youth participants.

On May 5, stop by the Kendra Scott store in Fashion Valley for 
Sips, Sweets and Jewels. You might find just the sparkle you 
wanted for a birthday, Mother’s Day, a graduation or for yourself!

Love chocolate or champagne? Then you won’t want to miss our May 
20 afternoon event at Mitchell, Inc. in the UTC area. Bite into some of the 
richest and decadent chocolate desserts from local bakers.

Our signature event in 2018 will be our 25th anniversary 
celebration slated for September 29 at The US Grant in 
downtown San Diego. This black tie affair features a special 
performance from Broadway and Opera performer Lisa Vroman. 
Described as a “musical and theatrical marvel” by The San 
Francisco Chronicle, as well as “one of American Musical Theater’s 
most beautiful voices” by acclaimed Broadway producer Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh, Vroman’s extensive repertoire includes 
the star role of Christine Daaé in The Phantom of the Opera on 
Broadway, in San Francisco, and Los Angeles.

Further details about these and other events will be posted on our website and social 
media.

With your help, we continue to impact the lives of those who seek a second chance. Our 
newest program, STRIVE Fresh Start, is an innovative, comprehensive reentry program 
launched with U.S. Department of Labor funding. The goal is to ensure men and women 
leaving incarceration have access to the training, credentials and support needed to thrive 
in the modern workforce.

Thank you for being a special part of Second Chance’s history and success. I hope you know 
how important you – our friends, our donors, our graduates – are to Second Chance as we 
continue our path to an even more successful future. Thank you!

Gratefully,

Robert Coleman 
President & CEO

Dear Friends, 

Have you included Second Chance in 
your will or estate plans? Your gift will 
help train individuals who decided to 
take a new path in their lives and need 
help getting started on that path to 
self-sufficiency.

Please contact Trisha Gooch to discuss your options, 619-839-0950.



Can we deal you in?
Spending time behind bars, especially for youth, can be discouraging and stressful. For the 
young men and women who participate in our Youthful Offender Rehabilitation Program 
(YORP) a chance to escape the reality of their situation can be found in a deck of cards. YORP 
offers cognitive behavioral therapy to San Diego County’s most severe and chronic juvenile 
offenders. 

Gina Dauzat, Director of Youth Programs, says counselors often face a great deal of resistance 
from their clients which can serve as a huge barrier to the communication between the 
counselor and youth. 

 “A deck of cards can be a useful tool for our YORP counselors when attempting to engage and build trust with the youth. 
Engaging a youth in a card game helps our counselors develop a therapeutic alliance with the client which is the first key 
step to helping the youth move toward their treatment goals,” explained Dauzat.

The YORP team is asking for 50 decks of cards. If you’d like to donate, you may drop off at our office, 6145 Imperial Ave., San 
Diego, CA 92114. To make a monetary donation to underwrite the purchase of cards, please contact Maureen, 619-839-0953.

Gervon Gaither, Director of Housing 
Operations, was recently honored as 
“Volunteer of the Year” by Eleanor’s 
Place for Women, an organization 
that provides a safe and nurturing 
environment for women in recovery. 
Gervon has been volunteering 
with Eleanor’s Place for three 
years, sorting clothing donations, helping clients pick out 
clothing, and assisting with all aspects of special events.

“I was very shocked to receive this award. I don’t volunteer 
to be recognized; I volunteer because it’s my purpose. I 
believe in operating in servitude so to be acknowledged for 
one’s purpose and passion is amazing.”

This once shy 
gardener has goal  
to be a lawyer
Sha’Kira Brittingham

My experience working in the 
garden was amazing because I 
learned things I never knew before. 
I learned how to harvest fruits and 
vegetables; I never knew there were 
so many ways to harvest fruits and 
vegetables! Honestly, I thought you 
just pulled them from the ground 
but many vegetables are delicate and require knowledge on how to 
handle them.  I also learned how to communicate better, which was 
one of my goals when I first started the program. I was really shy to 
begin with but as I grew along with my coworkers they made me feel 
safe and accepted me for who I am.

My favorite part about being in the program was making new friends 
and learning how to garden. Working with the Garden program really 
helped me with things I never thought I could do myself. It taught me 
how to be confident in what I do, to be more open minded with people, 
to never give up and to never stop trying. I made it through this six 
week program and I’m honestly going to miss it here - it was my very 
first job and I’m not ready to leave.

I never really understood the meaning of taking opportunities but 
I’m so glad I took this one. For me, it was an eye opener. Many people 
don’t take these opportunities and they really should because one 
day they are going to look back and say, “Man, I should’ve taken that 
opportunity when I had the chance.” I really want to take the time to 
thank Second Chance for this opportunity and for helping me succeed. 
I may not want to be a gardener but I gained enough social skills to 
become a lawyer.

To donate to our Youth Garden, please visit our website,  
www.secondchanceprogram.org/how-to-help, or contact Maureen, 
619-839-0953.



Second Chance would like to thank the following corporations, 
foundations, local government programs and family funds for 
their generous contributions, received 1/1/2018 – 3/15/2018:

Boys and Girls Foundation
City of San Diego, Council District 6

Community Projects, Programs and Services Grant
Hervey Family Non-endowment Fund 

JF Beyster Fund 
Peg & Bob Eddy Charitable Fund at Schwab Charitable Fund

San Diego County Employees Charitable Organization

Volunteering at Second Chance
Thank you for your many inquiries regarding volunteer 
opportunities at Second Chance. Due to the nature of our 
programs and services, the opportunities are very limited for 
those wanting to work directly with our participants. Here’s why: 
our programs have a set curriculum with goals that must be met 
within a specific timeframe and the individuals who lead/teach 
our programs are trained specifically in that curriculum.

Current volunteer opportunities are listed below. For detailed 
descriptions, please visit our website, www.secondchanceprogram.
org/volunteering.

Clothing Closet Volunteer - assists with the sorting process and 
restocking the closet.

Volunteer Blogger - talented writer to generate engaging, original 
content for our website. 

PPC Intern – manage our pay per click campaigns, including 
conducting keyword research and analyzing keyword search 
volumes to identify new keyword opportunities.

A Gem of an Opportunity
Thank you for donating to Second Chance. Your gifts have enabled this mom to provide for her son. 
Now there’s an easy and economical way to continue supporting her success as a working mom. 
Become a GEM! 

Please join our special community of monthly givers who play a key role in helping individuals and 
families become self-sufficient.  You can increase your effectiveness as a donor by becoming a GEM. 
Signing on to Give Every Month is a simple, yet powerful way to give. Below are ways your donation 
might be used:

 •  $25 per month ($300 annually) can fund OSHA and First Aid certifications for 2 Second Chance 
graduates

 • $50 per month ($600 annually) can pay one month’s rent in our Sober Living homes

 • $75 per month ($900 annually) can purchase 12 bus passes for Second Chance job seekers

 • $150 per month ($1,800 annually) can support one person through Job Readiness Training

Increase your impact on reducing recidivism by becoming a GEM today! Visit our website or sign up 
with Maureen, 619-839-0953.

Farm Fresh Birthday  
Dinner Sure to Delight

Join us as we celebrate the first event of our 25th anniversary year. 
This casual, culinary evening is sure to delight your taste buds. 
Nate’s Garden Grill will prepare a delicious, three-course, farm 

fresh dinner incorporating produce grown and harvested by Second 
Chance youth.

Monday, April 23, 6 p.m - 8 p.m., 3120 Euclid Ave., San Diego 92105.

Tickets: $50 per adult; $25 per child, ages 3-12 (tax & tip included).

Proceeds benefit the Second Chance Youth Garden program.

To purchase tickets, text NATES to 51555 or contact 
Maureen Polimadei, 619-839-0953. Space is limited;  

purchase your tickets today.

“Donating is a joy when the results are real.” – Brenda P.


